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I receive regular updates from a national organization of Golden
Retriever presidents and here are some trends we have been
noticing. This includes Gold Ribbon.
Applications have increased significantly over the years, as
people become more aware of rescues through word of
mouth, the internet, and support from their veterinarians.
Fewer purebred Goldens are available to rescue, so
everyone’s numbers are down. Most groups are accepting
an increased number of mixes, to meet the demand for
dogs.
YTD comparisons of the numbers of purebred Golden Retrievers rescued nationally by GR rescues:
2008: 9672
2015: 5056
YTD comparisons of the numbers of Golden Retriever mixes rescued nationally by GR rescues:
2008: 1691
2015: 5056
We are also seeing an increase in dogs with socialization issues and behavior issues. Groups with healthy
finances, such as GRR, are therefore committed to spending more funds than previously, for positive
training to help these dogs. As mentioned by Southern Arizona Golden Retriever Rescue, they decided
that a dog who has behavior issues that needs “repairing” is no different than a dog with physical issues
that need “repairing.”
On another note, I'd like to remind everyone about our policy of 'In When Gone' (IWG). It's very important
for the safety and well-being of our Goldens to be inside when you are not home - for all kinds of reasons.
It also gives you peace of mind to know they are sheltered from the risks of being unattended. Enjoy the
newsletter!

In this issue:
Welcome to our Mexico Goldens
Five things to trash for a happier pet
Learn about foster withdrawals
Tails and Trails...a new feature with Jen Micyk
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512 659-4653
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Upcoming Events

Calvin 12-053
Volunteer Appreciation Party - A Chocolate and Wine Pairing
When: February 26th
Where: The home of Michelle Goldberg and Bob Benson
2304 Berkshire Way, Cedar Park Texas 78613 Map
Time: 2-4 pm
In appreciation of our wonderful GRR volunteers, join us for a special thank you event. You’ll taste a
sampling of chocolates paired perfectly with various wines. Plus you’ll enjoy mingling with GRR friends.
Hope to see you there. There is no charge for this volunteer-only event; however reservations are
required. Look for your invitation soon or RSVP to Paula Ellis.
Hiking with Your Dog
When: Saturday, March 25th.
More details soon.
Amplify Austin 2017
When: March 2nd and 3rd
Spring Swimfest at the Quarries

When: Saturday, April 29th
10am - 1pm
Admission: $25 for immediate family members and their pups
Where: Quarries Park
Directions: Map
Click here to register.
Volunteer Training
When: June 3 2017
Time: 1-4 pm
Where: Austin Animal Center
Address: 7201 Levander Loop, Austin, Texas
Map
RSVP: Sheila Thomas

Mexicana Goldens Bienvenida! Operation: Close To Home
Candice Gourley

Dusty, Ned and Happy
The first three of our rescued Goldens we are calling The Three Amigos.
Remember, we are an all volunteer organization, so volunteers went down to Mexico, found crates, worked
with the shelter (without whom we would be able to do this), and then ensured that these beautiful Goldens
made it onto the airplane taking them to a new a brilliant life. Then, volunteers met these wonderful boys at
the Austin airport, and transported them to the GRR President's home for their first night in the United
States. They've had an intake by GRR veterinarians, and will be fostered by our volunteer GRR foster
families.
Ned Nederlander (17-004M) has come from the streets of Mexico and not being sure when his next meal
will be to living the good life in a Gold Ribbon Rescue foster home.
Happy Day (017-005M), the third of the Three Amigos is estimated to be 4-5 years old, and his foster
family think he's pretty awesome. What is also awesome is that when he was taken to be seen by a GRR
veterinarian, Happy Day was found to be heartworm negative, he had no tick-borne diseases and no
parasites! Lucky day indeed!
About all that needs to happen is that Happy Day needs to gain some weight. Well, and he has a few
things to learn - like house training, basic commands and most importantly, that he can expected to be
loved at all moments of his life.
From wandering the streets to snoozing on his foster family's couch, Happy Day seems to understand that
this was always in his future. He was just there, on the streets of Mexico, waiting for Gold Ribbon Rescue
to find him. We are so delighted we did.
From Margo: Dusty (Hercules) and Ned (Zanzon) arrived at our house and did well during the flight...the
boys are very handsome and surprisingly nicely bred. They each need to gain at least 5 pounds. We were

thrilled to discover that they were already neutered - done in October. [The boys] are real people dogs they were in Heaven, with all the attention. They fell asleep in the kitchen during their massages. Right
now, they are baby gated in my front room, and they are throwing a fit (loud barking), wanting to be loose
in the house with the other dogs...not going to happen, because Ned is definitely not housetrained. Lovely
boys who want to be with their people. So happy that [our volunteer] orchestrated this rescue."
Goodness, sounds like they are typical Goldens - resilient, loving and full of life and love. A Golden's
personality crosses international boundaries. We will be sharing more about our Goldens rescued from
Mexico as things unfold.
After a time with fosters, they will be available for adoption. However, we need to get a sense for their
personalities and ensure that we understand their health profile. That can take a few weeks, or it can take
several, depending on the Golden.
Stay tuned - because we know that this is just the first of three, as there are more needing our help. Do not
worry, we will still tirelessly work to rescue and save Goldens within Central Texas. Our focus has not
changed, it has just become inclusive of a neighboring country with several dogs in need.

Spanish Commands for our Mexican Goldens

Puck aka Randy

Here's a short list of commands you may try on the Mexican dogs.
Sit - Sientate (see-en-ta-tay) (accent on "en")
Stay - Quedate (kay-tha-tay) (accent on the first syllable)
Come - Vente (ven-tay) (accent on the first syllable)
Down - Abajo (ah-ba-ho) (accent on the second syllable)

NEWS FLASH!!! A Golden is "Cannonized"! Read About Pilgrim
(16-119)
Art and Maureen Cannon

Killarney 10-136, Oscar 12-097, and Pilgrim 16-119
Yes, it has been brought to our attention that a GRR Golden was "Cannonized" on January 14, 2017. The
ceremony was officiated by John Horne, GRR Foster Coordinator.
Pilgrim says: My new parents, Maureen and Arthur Cannon, were also in attendance along with my new
Golden Retriever siblings, Oscar (12-097) and Killarney (10-136). I am now the baby in the house, merely
6 years old, while both Oscar and Killarney are 12 years old. I have also been told they were adopted and
"cannonized" when they were both about 8 yrs old.
This saga of my life started when I showed up as a stray in Mesquite,Texas. The vets there figured out I
might have been hit by a car since I was bleeding from the mouth and looked pretty banged up. They said I
was microchipped so they expected my owners to show up. When this didn't happen, I got snatched up by
GRR and a nice young lady named Shannon drove me to Georgetown to my new parents' home.
Yes, I soon joined the club of foster failures since my parents, especially my new Mom, fell deeply in love
with me and my beautiful brown eyes. Did I also mention I have a crown type head?
At first, I didn't get along too well with Killarney and Oscar, but we learned to adapt after three days of
being babygated from them. We now know each other can have a great time together. Oh, I forgot to
mention I needed to be neutered, had infected ears, hookworms, fleas, and a tumor in my left leg when
GRR saved me. No problem, though, since GRR had me see Dr. Peck at Forest Creek, and he really fixed
me up well. I do still need to gain a few pounds, but I am sure I'll soon hit the magic 75 pound goal.
Well, that's how things are going here. I feel Iike I am in heaven and when I sit on the couch, I feel so like a
saint. Thus, it is only right that I can truly say I have been "Cannonized"!

New Feature: Tails and Trails… Discovering The Outdoors With
My Golden
Jen Micyk

Discovering Austin’s outdoors with my Golden Gal!

An Introduction:
I, like most people, have made a New Year’s resolution for myself - and it’s a really good one! My goal is to
explore more of Austin’s trails and parks, and to take my GRR dog Kerbey (Dara 08-121) along with me,
and we want to share our adventures with you!
My name is Jen, and Kerbey has been with my husband and I since 2008 when she was just a little puppy.
Kerbey absolutely loves the outdoors and loves time on the trails, which is lucky because so do I. But
Austin is big, and we have a lot more exploring to do. I will be documenting our outings and sharing
information on different trails you might enjoy with your furry friends in a monthly series here in the
newsletter. I, however, live in Austin, and I know our organization spans a much broader area, so what I
would really love is for all of you to share your favorite trails wherever you live with us as well. If you have a
review of a favorite trail or park, please send it along to: Jen Micyk. Please include a photo or two of you
and your four-legged friend!
In the meantime, click here for a list of the Top Ten Dog Parks in Texas - (only ONE not in Austin/San
Antonio!) Our favorite dog park isn’t listed, so stay tuned next month when I highlight that one for you!
Happy Trails!

Tennis Ball Extravaganza
Painting by Dottie Dracos

Gold Ribbon Rescue is extremely grateful to Grey Rock Tennis Club for their generous donation of a large
box of tennis balls. Our fosters in care, who might never have received a toy in their life, will be extremely
grateful.
GRR could not do what we do without the wonderful support and the Golden hearts of businesses and
community partners like Grey Rock.

Our GRR 2017 Calendars! Going Once...

Order Now! The calendars are now half price at $11.96, which includes shipping and tax.

Bridesmaid and Groomsman - Daisy and Buddy - 10-15-2016
Matt and Amanda Gordon

A House In Foster Withdrawals - What It's Really Like!
Cathy Smith

Hercules 17-003M
I know we had notified GRR we were “taking a break” from fostering until April, however we were going
into serious “Golden Withdrawal”. Since Dec. 31st we have been “dog-Less” for the first time in 36 years
(mind-boggling to us). It is a time to enjoy “freedom” from many responsibilities…..right?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

No smudges on windows.
Pantry door can stay open.
Don’t have to leave soothing music on when we leave the house.
No tripping over dogs.
I can wear black knit clothing without worrying about dog hair!
No toys scattered.
Leisurely drink our morning coffee without first tending to our furry kid(s).
“Alone time” in the bathroom !!!
Mop without putting up baby gates first.
LESS dog hair (it's still there though)!
The yard is “poop-free”.
We can enjoy thunderstorms and rain.
Can stay out as long as we want without worrying about our furry baby/babies at home.
Take walks at our own pace without carrying poop sacks.
No vet visits.

You know what I’m talking about. I would purposely delete photos of Goldens from the GRR emails sent
out, so I wouldn’t be tempted. Any “sane” person would enjoy this “time off”. We are already busy...right?
Our home is definitely quiet (too quiet).

2016 Grant Report
Amy Sebesta

This past year was the first year to try my hands at getting GRR some grant funding. I've definitely learned
a lot along the way, including how HARD it is to get any sort of cash funding. We are so fortunate to have
such wonderful donors and adopters to further support us all year long. In total, we received $8715.00 in
products and cash!

Here are the end results:
Cash
Golden Retriever Foundation - April Fund - $5000.00
Golden Rescue in Naples - Gifted Golden - $500.00
Hugs and Kisses - $500.00
Products
Thunder Shirts - $680.00
Kurgo Collars - $145.00
800PetMeds - $1187.00
Nylabones - $468.00
Silent Auction Donations
Company of Animals (PetHead) - $60.00
Toni & Guy Barton Creek (PetHead & Salon Services) - $175.00

Painting With a Twist
Eileen Joyce

A success today (January 22nd) at Painting with a Twist - South Austin, TX! Thanks to everyone who came
out and especially to everyone with Painting with a Twist!
Editor's note: There are 4 in San Antonio and 3 in Austin if anyone want to organize one. There is one
each in Georgetown, Round Rock, Temple, and Harker Heights. Contact me, Dawn Marie Rae, and I can
get it posted on the website, Facebook, and the newsletter.

And...

Rest In Peace - Abbie 06-044
Beth Morton

Abbie (06-044) crossed the Rainbow Bridge today, January 14th. She gave us a lot of joy.
I should say how grateful we are to GRR for allowing us to adopt Abbie (Dianna). We had the opportunity
to have her grow from a dog who was afraid to take walks because of traffic to a dog who absolutely
demanded her evening walk. From a shutdown recluse, to a cuddler. And she was great at teaching our

guide dog puppies appropriate manners. Tolerant, but she knew where to (gently) draw the line. We'll miss
her.

A Golden Coloring Book For Adults!

"Lovely Labrador and Golden Retrievers" is the third adult colouring book from the series "Paws for
Thought". It contains 24 hand drawn, single sided illustrations featuring Labrador and Golden Retriever
dogs. Each illustration is included in two sizes: one per page and two per page. The smaller size is ideal
for testing out your colour schemes or to cut out and frame.
There are lots of opportunities to practice your techniques colouring cute Labrador and Golden Retriever
dog and puppy faces. They lend themselves perfectly to the practice of mindfulness and relaxation!
These illustrations are designed to challenge even the most experienced colourists, but there are some
simpler illustrations for some light relief! Single sided designs printed on medium weight white paper perfect for pastels or coloured pencils, this book would make a lovely gift.
If you prefer to work directly inside the book using gel pens/markers, it is advisable to place a sheet of
plain paper between the pages to prevent bleed through. Or, you are free to photocopy these designs on
your favourite paper or card for your own use.
Order yours from Amazon here.

Shop With AmazonSmile For Valentine's Day!

When you shop for your sweethearts and other special people, remember AmazonSmile when you shop!

Click here to get started.
You shop. Amazon gives. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to
Gold Ribbon Rescue whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. You can select a different charitable
organization after signing in.
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. Support your
charitable organization by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com

If You Take This Drug...Your Pet Could Be At High Risk...
Pharmacy Times

The US Food and Drug Administration is alerting pet owners, pharmacists, veterinarians, and health care
providers that pets are at risk of illness and death when exposed to the topical cancer medication
fluorouracil cream USP 5% (5-FU.)
Marketed under the brand names Carac, Effudex and Fluoroplex "(and Adrucil - GRR editor)", people
using this medication should use care when applying and storing the medication if they are also in a
household with pets, as even very small amounts could be dangerous to these animals, according to a
statement from the FDA.
The statement followed reports of 5 dogs that became ill and died after accidentally ingesting the topical
cream. In 1 case, 2 dogs began playing with a tube of fluorouracil and 1 punctured the tube before their
owner could retrieve it. Within 2 hours, the dog that punctured the tube began vomiting, experienced
seizures, and died 12 hours later. In a separate case, a dog located his owner’s tube of fluorouracil and
ingested its contents. The owner realized the dog had ingested the medication and rushed him to the
veterinarian. The veterinarian attempted treatment, but the dog’s condition declined over 3 days and he
was ultimately euthanized.
Although the FDA has not to date received any reports involving cats, they are also expected to be
extremely sensitive to the cream. If an owner applies the cream to an afflicted area and touches their cat,
the cat may accidentally ingest the medication when grooming itself and suffer adverse events.
The FDA recommends that people who use fluorouracil take care to prevent their pets from accidentally
ingesting the medication by:
Storing all medications safely out of the reach of pets.
Safely discarding or cleaning any cloth or applicator that may retain medication and avoiding leaving
any residues of the medication on hands, clothing, carpeting or furniture.
Consulting health care providers on whether it is appropriate to cover the treated area.
Seeking immediate veterinary care for pets if they are showing signs of vomiting or illness.
Veterinarians who have patients who show signs such as vomiting, seizing, or other illness should ask
whether anyone in the household has used topical chemotherapy containing fluorouracil.Health care
providers who prescribe topical cancer medications containing fluorouracil and pharmacists who fill these
prescriptions should advise patients with pets to take care to prevent exposure of the pet to the
medication.
Pet owners and veterinarians can also report any adverse events to the FDA, by following the link to the
Form FDA 1932a.

From Diesel to Dexter - One Year Later As a 'Savage'
Lisa Savage

Here we are, a year later. Dexter (aka Diesel, GRR 16-009) came to us to be foster failure #2 on 1/23/16.
We decided to declare his “birthday” as 1/23, since we don’t know when it actually is. Easy to remember…
1-2-3! Dexter is a beautiful, playful, affectionate, funny canine member of our family. He continues to
amuse us and wrap us around his cute doggie paw with his sweet demeanor, friendly face and cuddly
nature. When I reviewed the series of emails and reports about him from a year ago, I am amazed at how
far this guy has come. It’s easy to forget the terrible condition he was in because he is so healthy and
FURRY now.
One of his first gestures upon entering our home was to nuzzle his head in the crook of my arm, and he
still does that…now with his whole body nestled in when we are on the couch or in bed reading the Sunday
paper. He is quite the lap dog and he begins loud snoring as soon as he gets settled in. That is, when he is
not careening around the house with Dave in one of his daily morning and evening “bursts of energy!”
Dexter is a favorite at his twice weekly day care, in the neighborhood on walks and everywhere he goes.
He loves everyone and came away from his original terrible condition with no behavioral or long-term
health issues that we can see. He is Mister Easy-Going.
We are still working on not jumping up on people to hug them, and loose leash walking (so many smells,
so many squirrels, so many things in the sky…) and will be taking more classes to reinforce his training.
He is a fast-learner with everything. He loves bananas, does not love broccoli, feels entitled to car rides
whenever possible, and is a very happy boy! Photos are showing off his beautiful coat and adorable face.
Also, Dave the surgeon’s shorts and Dexter’s statement: “if you have treats in your shorts pocket and you
leave the shorts at my level while you are in the shower, I will get them out surgically.” Happy 1 year
anniversary to Dexter as a Savage!

In Loving Memory - Bitsie Boops
Candice Gourley

Dear Bitsie Boops:
You came to me, so quiet, so self contained. But, soon, you opened up your heart and soul, and your dark
brown eyes sparkled with mirth. Even though you could not run and jump like the other dogs, you had a
way of exuding unmistakable glee. Bitsie Boop, I will always love you. You are running now, chasing
butterflies. Although my cheeks are wet with tears, and my heart hurts horribly, I am so very happy for you,
for finally, you are whole. I know that I will see you again, my love. God speed, little one.
Around 3 o'clock this afternoon(January 27th), I held you in my arms as you passed gently into memory. I
felt you sigh, and then your weary head relax, and I know that at that moment of my worst sorrow, you
experienced a magnificent thrill of joy. For then, you would have seen your sister Sadie (who will NOT pick
on you any more), and your bestie, Frodo Baggins (who WILL give you kisses). You would have surged
forward to run to them, and your legs would have been young and uninjured again. No more hobbling, no
more ball of pain.
If you happened to look behind you, on the other side of that beautiful bridge you just crossed, you would
have seen me hold onto you for just a little bit longer, and kiss your face a few more times. I knew you had
gone ahead, but the feeling of your fur against my lips, the feeling of your little body in my arms - I knew
that these moments were going to have to last me the rest of my life. And if you would have stopped for
just a moment, and listened, you would have heard me tell you how much I love you and how I already
miss you so very much. Truly, baby girl, run fast and run free - for you finally can.
I will love you forever, my Boops and am so grateful and honored that God saw fit to allow your soul to
dwell with me, if even for a little while.

A Dog's Purpose - A Review
Dawn Marie Rae

I picked up this book with the expectation that it was a feel good, funny story of a dog's many lives. Wrong!
Instead, it is a heartfelt dog's-eye view on human relationships and the unbreakable bond between a dog
and his best friend. And so unbelievably right on the money.
W. Bruce Cameron did his research well. For those of us so close to the business of rescue, behavior, and
the rehoming of dogs, you will find resonance in the keen observations, perceptions, and sometimes
hilarious interpretation of life from Bailey.
I can honestly say that this will have to go down as one of my all-time favorite books. Not just because it's
about a charming dog with many lives, but because it gave me new insight into just much our dogs live for
us and love us so unconditionally. How wise and knowing are they, those who we call dogs.
I sometimes was laughing out loud and sometimes the tears fell, but I will be reading Cameron's sequel, 'A
Dog's Journey' very soon. I hope you will enjoy 'A Dog's Purpose' as much as I did. I just couldn't put this
book down.
You can find 'A Dog's Purpose' on Amazon here.

Thoughts, Prayers and Remembrance

Our Rainbow Bridge: (since January 6 2017)
Rest in peace, our friends and companions...
Bo 14-001
Abbie 06-044
Molly 15-078

Rest in peace sweet Molly (with Max Ploeger)
If you would like to submit a memorial of your dog, click here.

Five Things To Trash For a Safer, Happier Pet
Dr. Karen Becker

Rebeca
1. Retractable leash
“Leash” is probably not a good word to describe the thin cord used in many retractable devices. In addition,
the real purpose of using a leash to walk a dog is to keep the animal safe and under the owner’s control.
Retractable leashes often do the opposite unless you have a perfectly trained dog.

There are many reasons to avoid or reconsider use of a retractable leash, starting with the fact that on this
type of leash, your dog can get far enough away from you to either get into trouble or into harm’s way.
Retractable leashes are also responsible for many injuries to both dogs and dog walkers — from
superficial burns and cuts to horrific amputations.
In most cases, these devices are also wholly counterproductive to training a dog to walk politely on lead.
The very nature of retractables trains dogs to pull on the leash to extend the lead. Needless to say, this
pulling behavior will be repeated whenever the dog is on a standard leash.
Replace with this: 6-foot flat leash
2. Toss this: Plastic food and water bowl
Plastic food and water bowls are inexpensive and convenient. Unfortunately, not only are they impossible
to thoroughly sanitize, but as the plastic begins to break down, it can leach toxic chemicals into your dog’s
food and water. In addition, bacteria and oils can get trapped in the peeling plastic, which can cause skin
irritation or worse.
Some dogs can develop an allergy to the materials and dyes in plastic bowls, and they’ve also been linked
to tear staining. In addition, aggressive chewers have been known to gnaw their bowls into small pieces
and swallow them.
Replace with this: Stainless steel, porcelain or glass food and water bowls
3. Toss this: Old, stinky and ill-fitting collar
Your dog’s collar is a little like your underwear. He wears it all the time, and it’s very close to his skin. And
while most people wouldn’t think of wearing the same underwear day in and day out without ever washing
or replacing it, many dogs’ collars never get washed or replaced.
It’s important to keep your pet’s collar clean to reduce the risk it will cause an infection or hot spot on his
skin. Old, faded collars, those with an unpleasant odor and collars that have either grown too tight or too
loose, need to go.
Replace with this: New collar
4.Toss this: Dull nail trimmers
Nail trims are never the highlight of a dog’s day, but one thing that can make a bad situation worse is a pair
of dull clippers. If the cutting surface isn’t sharp, instead of a quick clean snip, the trimmers can crush and
split the nail. Not only is this uncomfortable or even painful for your dog, but it tends to make you — the
human at the other end of the clippers — tense up. Your dog, in turn, picks up on your stress, which
doubles hers.
In a worst-case scenario, a nail trim marred by dull trimmers can make your dog run from the room every
time they come out. Soon, your canine pal has talons instead of nails.
Replace with this: Freshly sharpened or new nail trimmers, or a battery-operated rotary tool (e.g., a
Dremel)
5. Toss this: Broken or chewed up toys
Many dogs are toy slayers. And unfortunately, it’s easy for your dog to bite off a piece of a toy or remove
the stuffing and swallow it. If he does this out of your sight, you might not even know he’s walking around
with a foreign object in his gastrointestinal (GI) tract.
With any luck, the toy piece will leave your dog’s body whole when he poops or throws up. However, if it
lodges in his throat or GI tract, it can become a life-threatening situation requiring expensive surgery to
remove. It’s a good idea to review the contents your dog’s toy basket on a regular basis and get rid of
anything that could pose a choking hazard or GI obstruction. I also recommend avoiding potentially toxic
toys.
Replace with this: Repaired or new non-toxic toys

We Want to Hear from You!
Dawn Marie Rae

Harper and Mollie
Each dog adopted from GRR is special. Each has a unique story...and each happy ending is a joy to read.
We would love to share YOUR adoption story with our readers. We'd also like to hear a memorial from you
if you have lost your GRR dog and would like to pay tribute to them in the newsletter. We welcome article
submissions and suggestions on other topics of interest, too.
Not a good writer? It doesn't matter! Just tell us your story and we'll edit it as needed. Help us share your
dog's story.
If you would like to contribute something, we'd love to hear it! If you think your story is one our readers
would enjoy, please submit it via email to Dawn Marie Rae. (Please include a photo or two in your e‐mail
and the dog's GRR number and former name, if applicable. Please limit your article to 500 words or less.)
The copy deadline is the 15th of the month.

GRR Monthly Status Report: January 1 through January 31 2017

Came into care: 17-001 Aries, 17-002 Dallas, 17-003M Dusty Bottom,17-004M Ned, 17-005M Happy
Day,17-006 Morgan and 17-007 Tyson
Adopted: 16-127 Gunther, 12-102 Lexi, 16-119 Pilgrim, 16-065 Becky, 16-099 Daisy, 17-001 Aires, and
16-128 Macy
Currently in Foster Care: 31 dogs - 4 Available/Available Soon, 16 Foster-Pend-Adopt/Matched, 11
Permanent Fosters

2016 Taxes and What You Can Deduct

As a 501(c)(3), GRR is a "qualified organization". The IRS allows you to claim the following deductions as
charitable contributions, if you itemize:
Mileage for every mile you travel for GRR purposes: vet appointments, transport, home visits, etc.
Direct expenses such as food, medical supplies and other items for a foster dog.
Money spent on envelopes, postage, containers for supplies, baggies for supplies, etc.
Membership fees or dues. From publication 526: "You may be able to deduct membership fees or
dues you pay to a qualified organization. However, you can deduct only the amount that is more than
the value of the benefits you receive."
GRR always recommends that you talk with your tax consultant/adviser on all deductions. See publication
526 here.

