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A Message from Our President:
Dear Friends,

Join GRR:

As 2016 comes to a close, I'd like to wish all of you and your
families a warm and happy holiday. And I am grateful for all that
our volunteers, supporters, and donors do to make our mission of
rescue possible.

Your Membership
Expired or Expires on
Click this link to join or
renew your membership

Shop on Amazon with
this special link and
donate to GRR at the
same time.
How Can You Help a
Golden?
Make a
tax deductible donation
to GRR
Become a
monthly donor
and we'll automatically
charge your credit card.
Volunteer
Newsletter Editor:
Dawn Marie Rae
Send comments or
suggestions to:
dawnmarie@grr-tx.com
Gold Ribbon Rescue
PO Box 956

We have our very special Tree of Hope campaign in progress,
extending through the end of December. The Tree of Hope is
guaranteed to fill your heart with holiday spirit, as you return again
and again to read the warm wishes and tributes. See the article
below for more details. My hope is that we all take some time to
help our Goldens in need with your ornaments and presents; in
memory of, or in honor of your special dogs, friends or family.
This year, we've rescued 119 dogs (as of December 1st). Many of
them have been very sick. Our medical expenses, as of November 9th, were at $135,083, up 21% from
2015. Dexter, Rosebud, Ransom and Andrea are just some of the dogs we've helped, both medically and
behaviorally.
Our Holiday Party is scheduled for December 11th. Come and join us for a champagne brunch, a silent
auction, and our Tree of Hope. It will be a festive time to catch up with old GRR friends and make new
ones! It should be a fun time for all. In Austin, Tomlinson's will be donating a bag of food for every bag you
donate in their Pound4Pound Food Drive, of which GRR is a recipient. As I frequently say, and especially
during the holidays, please use Amazon Smile when you shop.
The very best holiday wishes to each and every one of you and your families!
Enjoy!

In this issue:
Why Your Dog is Not Listening
Where Are They Now? Read about Duchess 16-089 and Shirley 16-013
Animals and Their Souls
The Case of the Trash Can Bandit...

Austin, TX 78767
512 659-4653
www.grr-tx.com

Happy Holidays from the Goldberg pack!

Let's Party! - GRR's Annual Holiday Party December 11th

Join us at our annual GRR holiday party!

When: Sunday, Dec 11 2016
Time: 11:00 – 1:30 pm
Where: The home of Jack and Peg Crownover
Location:421 Malabar, Lakeway, TX 78734 Map
Join us for:
a Champagne Brunch,
a Silent Auction,
and our Tree of Hope.
A festive time to catch up with old GRR friends and make new ones!
Please bring your favorite holiday salad or vegetable to share!

If you have an item to donate for the silent auction, contact Pam or Paula.
Reservations are $25 per person and should be made by December 8, 2016.
Please pay for your reservations and note your food item here!
***This is a human only event***
Happy Holidays from Gold Ribbon Rescue!

GRR's Tree of Hope 2016 is Here!

Celebrate the season and help our Goldens in need!
We've launched the 2016 Tree of Hope and will have the tree up through the end of December. This is our
online holiday tree that your donation decorates with ornaments, presents and Golden angels.
This year, we've rescued 119 dogs (as of December 1st). Many of them have been very sick. Our medical
expenses, as of November 9th, were at $135,083, up 21% from 2015. Dexter, Rosebud, Ransom and
Andrea are just some of the dogs we've helped, both medically and behaviorally.
Our online holiday tree is a wonderful way to pay honor to a family member (two- or four-legged). It can be
used to celebrate a birthday or anniversary or to remember the passing of a beloved family member. The
Tree of Hope is guaranteed to fill your heart with holiday spirit, as you return again and again to read the
warm wishes and tributes.
Contributing is easy:
• Drag a light, a star, a Golden angel or gift box from the items on the left anywhere onto the main screen.
• Next, you'll be prompted on the right to "Check Out" and complete the Tree of Hope donation form with
your personal message, if you prefer.
• The item will display where you placed it and the personal message you wrote (if you wrote one in) will
display below the tree after you check out.
• Donations can also be mailed to: Gold Ribbon Rescue PO Box 956 Austin, TX 78767
Note: If you change your mind about placement or want to change the actual item you have selected,
simply refresh your screen.
Donations are tax-deductible, according to the extent of the law.
Get started now!
Thank you for supporting our Goldens!

Where Are They Now? Maggie (Shirley 16-013)
Tony and Susan Delgado (and Maggie!)

Maggie, Our Golden Miracle
We wanted to adopt a Golden Retriever and we were on the GRR waiting list for some time! Finally Paula
Ellis at GRR called and asked us if we would be willing to foster first. We jumped at that.
Our new foster was named Shirley (16-013), arriving from South Texas along with another dog named
Laverne. (Clever naming… Laverne and Shirley!) We drove to South Austin to meet her and though she
was very timid at first, it was love at first sight.
We took her home knowing she was heartworm positive and that she also needed to be spayed. After
being with us just two days, she began to cough, wouldn’t eat very much, and had a hard time breathing.
She was diagnosed with pneumonia, requiring emergency treatment and 5 nights at the vet. We were
broken hearted about how sick this sweet puppy was. Once she returned home with us, she had to have a
nebulizer treatment four times a day for a week. It took three weeks and many antibiotics and pain meds
before her cough was gone. Once she was cured of the pneumonia, she then had to be treated for tape
worms, giardia, ear infection, and the heartworms. After recovering from those conditions, she was
spayed. During that time, a suspicious lump was discovered on her back. Thankfully, when the lump was
removed, it was benign.
We live in a neighborhood full of dog loving friends. Everyone wanted to meet Shirley and was very
supportive of her recovery. They brought her toys, leashes and treats!
Our biggest concern after Shirley’s recovery was how she would interact with Dora, our 10-year old rescue
cat. We feel very fortunate that, after Dora let Shirley know who the boss was in the house, they have
become friends and quite often will hang out on the floor within one foot of each other for long periods of
time.
She didn’t seem like a Shirley to us, so when we officially adopted her, we changed her name to Maggie.
Maggie is a loving Golden, but not so much a retriever. She doesn’t go after balls that you throw, doesn’t
go in the pool, and hates sprinklers during her many evening walks. Occasionally, she will go after her toys
in the house when we throw them for her.
We feel blessed every day that this loving Golden Retriever has become a part of our family. We especially
love her “happy” dance every time we get out the leash to take a walk!
After fostering and then adopting, we have the utmost respect for the GRR team for their incredibly
supportive network. At times, it seemed like we would be giving Maggie pills, putting her in her nebulizing
crate, nursing her two surgeries and rinsing her ears forever. But she turned the corner and is happy,
healthy and, it seems, very thankful for everything that was done for her. We would do it all over again!
Thank you Golden Ribbon Rescue for bringing Maggie into our lives!

Editor's note:
Maggie is a recipient of GRR's Extraordinary Golden Fund (EGF).
When GRR Goldens require atypical medical expenses, GRR's regular membership and adoption fees are
unable to cover the costs (even after generous discounts from area veterinarians). Faced with the prospect
of turning away or euthanizing Goldens with high medical costs, we created the Extraordinary Golden
Fund.
Want to learn more about our Extraordinary Golden Fund and our Extraordinary dogs? Visit them here.

Operation Turkey Dog: Celebrating our 1st Anniversary
November 18th
Candice Gourley (From GRR's Facebook Fan Page)

Eddy (Frio 15-128T) is one of the Golden Retrievers that Gold Ribbon Rescue brought over in what we
called "Operation Turkey Dog." Eddy lived the life of a street dog in Istanbul - one of more than 50,000
starving, abandoned and unwanted dogs roaming, with little hope of finding a happy family and love.
Eddy had already overcome so much in his young life. Although only 1.5 - 2 years old, his teeth bore the
signs of a distemper survivor. His teeth lack enamel, and thus, they were already rotting and broken by the
time he made the long journey across the ocean to Austin, Texas. This meant that Eddy required extensive
surgery, including a hole drilled in his palate, several extractions and bone grafts.
Many of these poor Goldens came over withdrawn, unemotional and carrying in their hearts the burden of
their past. However, Eddy? As he started feeling better, his foster family started to get a feel for his
personality. Would he adjust? After all, here he was, even hearing a different language - and though he
was with those who loved him, how could he be sure? How could they communicate to him that he would
never be hurt again?
At first, he guarded his food and toys, not surprising, given his past life. But, more quickly than his family
could ever believe, he learned to trust that food came regularly, and there were no negative consequences
to eating what was in front of him.

One year later, Eddy is a happy, smart and affectionate Golden Retriever. He loves his family, and he loves
his two Golden siblings. We know that his family returns those affections ten fold.
Every Golden deserves a chance. Every Golden deserves a loving family. We are doing everything we can
to help make that happen.
One Golden at a time.
Go Golden. Go Gold Ribbon.
Visit our Facebook Fan Page for more great stories.

Pound4Pound - at Tomlinson's
Tomlinson's Pound4Pound campaign

Every holiday season, Tomlinson’s Feed hosts the largest pet food drive in support of Central Texas animal
rescues.
Between now and Dec. 24, donate a bag of pet food and your gift will be doubled pound for pound. Gold
Ribbon Rescue is among those rescues that are recipients this year.
Pound4Pound is a proud tradition at Tomlinson’s. Between Nov. 25 and Dec. 24, we invite every customer
to donate a bag of food to local rescues like you, and all customer donations are matched by pet food
manufacturers—pound for pound.
Donators may ask for a ballot at check out to mark the rescue they wish to send their donation to.
Donations will be allocated based on the percentage of votes received, so remind your friends and fans to
ask for a ballot at check out.
Last holiday season, Tomlinson's raised a record-setting 125,826 lbs in donated food, which has kept
many rescue and foster animals fed for much of 2016. They are shooting to break that record this season,
and can only do so with your help. Visit Tomlinson's website for more information here.

The Quintessential Stocking Stuffer... Our GRR 2017 Calendars!

Order Now! They're great stocking stuffers and spread awareness about GRR!

Developing the Well Socialized Dog - Notes From the
Seminar...Part One
Michelle Goldberg

Shari Elkins, Director of the Canine Center for Training and Behavior
Let's Play the Right Way!
“Look, they’re having so much fun playing bitey face! They love each other!” This is a common refrain from
humans who think dogs playing bitey-face is a sign of affection and play. But is it really? According to Shari
Elkins, CPDT-KA, Tellington Touch Practioner, and Director of the Canine Center for Training and
Behavior, the short answer is, “No!” Those who attended the Developing the Well Socialized Dog seminar
learned that allowing bitey-face and wrestling between two dogs is not a good thing.
Dogs are born with five innate behaviors: stalking, chasing, pawing, wrestling, and biting. Each behavior
ultimately can lead up to biting which is a behavior having to do with anything using their mouth. These
innate behaviors start to develop at three weeks of age. Dogs start mouthing behaviors with their litter
mates, and it’s crucial that they learn appropriate mouthing behaviors from their mother. Puppies have a
great deal of force in their jaws. When they are allowed to practice this behavior in play with any dog or
human, they have a hard time understanding when it is appropriate to stop. Often this behavior will
escalate to something undesirable in a split second.
What IS appropriate play? Shari recommends allowing dogs to only be mouthy and practice this innate
behavior with toys. Do not allow a dog to be mouthy with another dog and certainly not with a human.
Teach your dog to play with toys. Dogs can share a tug toy, a stick, a ball, but the human must have 100%

control and call the dogs out of unwanted behavior should things escalate over that toy.
What does this mean in terms of introducing new dogs to the household, such as a newly adopted dog or a
foster dog? When unknown dogs are brought into a new home, you are creating, as Patricia McConnell
says, an arranged marriage. It takes a minimum of 21 days to have a comfort level on the new dog’s
behavior and your dog’s response to that new dog. Therefore, wrestling, bitey-face, etc. should not be
allowed. There is NO way we humans know what the two dogs are thinking well enough to have 100%
control over the dogs, so we can call them out of an aroused “play” session. If the play escalates into a
brawl, who gets the blame? Most likely the new dog!
Often, we as dog owners are just lucky no incidents have occurred when we have allowed “bitey face and
wrestling” behavior to take place. Do we really want our dogs to practice biting as a method for
entertainment? It is our job to set our dogs up for success and give them the tools they need to be
successful.

Why Your Dog Is Not Listening
By: Audrey Farrington of
www.homewardboundgoldens.org
Dog training is like flossing; people swear they do it. But are they doing it consistently and well? Your
dentist knows the truth, and your dog does, too! Here are five reasons why your training may not be getting
you the results you expect.
You Don’t Train Regularly
We know it: if we don’t use it, we lose it. It’s the same with your dog. Training should be incorporated into a
dog’s daily life – not just as a puppy, but reinforced even as they age. When a dog is young, or desperately
in need of the most basic skills, committing to a scheduled daily training time is a must. As your dog
improves, work training randomly into your daily routine together. “Sit” for a meal, “wait” at the door, “leave
it” with toys, for example. The more you train, the more reliable your dog’s response will be when it really
matters.

Friday GRR 15-121
You Are Inconsistent and Repeat Commands
Is your dog blowing you off? Repeating commands can lead to stalling behaviors which are difficult to
break. First, be consistent with your expectations and technique and ensure that each family member, pet
sitter, etc. does the same. The same commands and hand signals should be used for each action you
want – and training philosophies must be consistent to avoid confusing or setting back the dog. Once you
believe the dog knows a behavior, ask only once. If you are ignored, it’s an indication that 1) you haven’t
taught it properly, 2) the dog is distracted, or 3) the dog is simply rebellious. Take your dog to a quiet spot
and ask again; if it still doesn’t respond, go back to basics and re-teach. Often, looking your dog square in
the eye and moving in a bit closer while speaking the command in an unemotional but firm voice will get
the response you desire. Then praise!

You Are Reactive, Not Proactive
You know what they say: we’re not training the dog, we’re training the trainer. Your learned technique and
timing is everything in training. First, watch and “learn” your dog so you can anticipate behaviors on its
part. Second, practice your technique and movements before training with the dog so your actions are
prepped and ready. Training is like a dance; the better your timing together, the better the result.
You Are Not Meeting Your Young Dog’s Needs First
Young dogs, in particular, can’t pay attention if they have too much energy. You must expend some of that
exuberance before you can get them to focus on obedience training. Aerobic exercise makes all the
difference. Play fetch, run around with them, challenge them with interactive toys or exercises. When they
start to settle – but before they are exhausted – it’s time to go to work!
You Lack Confidence
Your dog sees right through you. Dogs instinctively sense a lack of confidence and might exploit it or mirror
your anxiety. A confident leader makes for a more confident dog. The greater comfort you exhibit with a
calm, but firm, and proactive approach, the more your dog will look to you as the leader. If you are very
unsure of yourself, we recommend training lessons for you and your dog.
Not Training For The Environment
Why does my dog sit perfectly at home, but won’t listen at the vet’s office? Distraction. And not training for
it. Begin your training in areas without distractions, gradually working up to more disruptive environments.
Start in the house, then the backyard, front yard, on regular walks, at the edge of the park, in the park, and
finally public spaces.

Where Are They Now? Dutch (Duchess 16-089)
Dan Young
Sweet Duchess, or "Dutch", is either sleeping the days
away, on squirrel patrol, or playing tug o' war in northwest
Austin.
For 11-yearold Dutch,
each day is
just as epic
as the day
before
because it
starts with a
peanutbutter filled
Kong and
eight hours
of snoozing
on the
leather
couch (that she's not supposed to be on). Each day ends
with joyful (post-work) reunions with her people, games of
tug o' war (which she always wins), and lots of love and
whispers of how special she is.
Just like Bird (11-056) did, Dutch rolls around in the
backyard with joy (though it has taken a few months) kickin' up grass, leaves, and mud. GRR's Donna
Larson once said that Goldens roll when they're happiest. Dutch is just that - happy.
She's been perfect in every way. Her sugar-white face is irresistible and her youthful, playful, and loving
spirit is magnetic. Whether Dutch is at the river or the beach, or taking naps, she stays close to her people
- and we stay close to her, too. Dutch is a blessing -- even if the neighborhood squirrels don't think so!

The Case of the Trash Can Bandit - Thank You GRR!
By Shannon Feaster Floiran
We almost lost our boy Duke. To even admit that and say it out loud isn’t easy. I hate how many of us know
the feeling of almost loss and some of actual loss. I don’t know the feeling of actual loss because of
everyone in this group. I will never be able to say thank you enough and I wish there was more I could do
than just say thank you right now. My little boy is alive today because everyone here on Facebook sent
thoughts and prayers and support in different ways. Thank you so much.
That’s my favorite thing about this group. Everyone helps each other; human and dog alike. I’m so happy
and thankful I found you all.

Duke
Duke got into a trash can in the garage and he ingested some steel wool, soap pads, a little bit of
chocolate and brown sugar. We went to his normal vet and they sent us to the ER so Duke could receive
careful watch. He was getting worse pretty quickly and the ER doctor was worried his stomach was
beginning to turn. It was decided that he needed emergency surgery to get everything out of his stomach
and fix the potential twist. Luckily, there was no twisting and they were able to get everything out. It was a
lot! Some steel wool, paper wrapper, a little bit of a zip lock bag, bone fragments and some kibble as well
as LOTS of fluid. He just drank so much water. I guess he thought that might help.
Last night I just kept saying “He’s not even a year old. This can’t be happening. I NEED my boy.” I’m just
so thankful for everything and everyone right now. Duke will be home soon and once he feels better, he
won’t even really care. I’ll still be a nervous wreck. He doesn’t have a care in the world. As long as he has
his Behrbehr, toys and food, he’s happy! He’s always happy. He’s always ready to go and find a new
adventure. He sees the beauty in this world like no one else I have ever seen. He chases the falling leaves
and the butterflies that go by. He says hi to every person he meets and does whatever he can to help
another soul smile and he is SO good at it.
Duke is here with us still really because of everyone in this Facebook group. Again, we thank you. Ryan
could not believe it when I told him we had people helping. I’ve never seen him break down like that before
(in a good way). The first thing he said to me after I told him was “We are going to do more for this rescue.
Whatever it is, we are going to do it. You have found some really amazing friends.” We will do whatever we
can to help GRR and all of you in whatever way we can.
Our family thanks you. We are so blessed to have you all in our lives. Thank you.

Thanking the Social Media Team
Dawn Marie Rae

Each of us who volunteer for GRR add great value in the rescuing, the rehabilitation, and the rehoming of
our precious Goldens. Each of us gives the time we can and uses the experience we bring to the table in
unique ways.
The GRR social media team is one of which works and contributes behind the scenes of the intake,
fostering, and adoption activities, but plays an important role nonetheless.
It's where potential adopters and fosters come and learn about our dogs and for others to learn about our
organization. This team made possible the funding for Ransom, a badly injured Golden. It's where GRR
publicizes our fundraisers and events and spotlights our special Extraordinary Golden Fund dogs and our
Permanent Fosters. In tandem with the website and this newsletter, this is our external face to our
communities in central Texas.
The Team:
Meagan Noble - Twitter
Eileen Joyce - Twitter
Nellie Hansen - Instagram
Candace Gourley - Facebook external page
Carey Gunthert - Facebook external page
Emily Tuczkowski - Facebook community page

I coordinate and direct this team when needed, but they do all of the real work and mostly on their own. I
wanted, this month, to say how very much I appreciate and respect them for all of the time they put in, the
dedication they bring to this facet of our organization and for all of the skills and education they've passed
on to me in the process.
Thank you all. Very much.

Durango in New Mexico

Living in a Dog's House - The Biba Pack
Gary and Margo Biba

How many dogs allow you to live with them and what are their names?
We’ve fostered and/or adopted ~250 dogs in the past 25 years; love, love, love living with many dogs. The
most dogs we ever had at once was 11; obviously, we have no self-control.
Currently, we have 6 girls:
#12-138 Bijou, 4
#13-094 Wheeler, 11
#16-007 Rosebud, 6
#16-108 Skeeter (foster), 7
#16-113 Bella (foster), 18 months
We also fostered and adopted Irish Wolfhound Ginny, 3
Describe feeding time.

We line up all the food bowls on the kitchen counter, and then add meds and supplements and a glop of
canned food to the dry food. Each dog knows their specific spot to eat, and they gravitate to that area.
Bijou & Rosebud and Bella eat in crates in the kitchen. Bijou generally yells several times, “Hurry Up! I’m
starving!” Skeeter eats babygated in the front room.
Wolfhound Ginny is fearful and will run away if her dog tag clinks on her food bowl. It sounds terrible, but
we pour her food on the stone patio and then she’ll eat just fine. Wheeler is the most patient, so she eats
last, loose in the kitchen. Young Bella is the charming troublemaker. She sneaks into the laundry room,
jumps up on a table, tears open the dogfood bag and helps herself! Shame on me for forgetting to close
the laundry room door.
What does your welcome home committee look like?
Bijou watches for us from the foyer stairs and as soon as she spots our vehicle drive by, she tears through
the house, alerting the rest of the team. Everyone runs to the kitchen door, yelling as if they haven’t seen
us for years. Happy chaos erupts!
Does your housekeeper come daily?
Victoria comes every Thursday morning. She used to be terrified of dogs, but now she considers them just
“the kids.”
What are some of your favorite cleaning products for the several Chihuahuas of dog hair shed
daily?
Best purchase ever: Bissell Little Green rug shampooer. Next best purchase: 18” wide cotton floor dust
mop.
How do you take everybody for a walk?
Are you kidding? With 6 – 10 dogs in the house, our daily walks consist of patrolling the backyard and
picking up poop. No way could we leash walk this entire rowdy mob. Our days of walking many dogs at
once ended when our canines were attacked by an elderly Poodle. “Pierre” had a Napoleon Complex and
he was convinced that he could take on all our dogs.
If you have two hands and 6 dogs, how do you handle all of the nuzzling and competition for loves
and petting?
Sometimes I babygate the extroverts in the kitchen so that I can cuddle with the introverts.
How many pounds of scared dog are crawling up on your lap during thunderstorms and fireworks?
We have 73 pounds of storm phobic terror, i.e. Wheeler. At the first clap of thunder, Wheeler flies onto the
bed and stands on top of me. She shoves me hard – and it hurts – until I move to the living room. We turn
all the lights on, both inside and outside. TV on, blinds closed, doors shut. No sleep, whatsoever, on those
nights.
Wheeler has destroyed the following items due to storm anxiety:
A couch,
12 sets of bed sheets,
window blinds,
a mattress,
and blankets.
We think long and hard before leaving the house during stormy weather!
Does an unfamiliar being more than two inches long ever approach within 20 feet without you
knowing about it?
As our houseguests can attest, our Mighty Canines always sound the alarm.

Thoughts, Prayers and Remembrance

Recent Rainbow Bridge: since October 1, 2016
Rest in peace, our friends and companions...
Toby 14-078
Baxter
Sadie Mae 16-086
Trixie Lou
Annie/Amber
Stormy - Oakley's feline sister
Dash 04-045
Madison
Harley
Annie
Benny
Libby
Bogart 14-114
Boodles (Maggie 05-035)
Monty

Rest in peace sweet Bogart...
If you would like to submit a memorial of your dog, click here.

In Loving Memory - Toby GRR 2013
Jen Beck

It is with a very heavy heart and much sadness that I share the news that Toby (GRR 2013) has passed
away from dilated cardiomyopathy (congestive heart failure). He was young (8 years), but lived a full and
happy life until his last days. He loved walks, cross country adventures, car rides, stuffed animals, going to
bed early, extra sharp cheddar cheese, and making new friends. He was my sweet, loyal, goofy, and gentle
lion king. He is missed.

The Story of Ransom 16-116
Candace Gourley from GRR's Facebook fan page
This is Ransom (16-116), who was pulled from a shelter by
Gold Ribbon Rescue of Central Texas.
Ransom had a compound fracture in his right front leg,
which meant that not only had his bone somehow been
broken, but the bone broke through his skin. It had clearly
been several days, and he was in significant pain.
Nonetheless, even when Gold Ribbon brought him in, he
managed to smile through it all.
We posted a fundraiser and generous donors provided
funds for emergency surgery in less than 24 hours.
Because of the serious infection that has compromised the
bones in his leg, our GRR veterinarians could not save it.
That did not matter to Ransom one bit. Within a day, he
was chasing squirrels and still smiling all the while.
Now, Ransom, he needs to keep quiet and not run around
while he recovers. What does his foster family give him?
Why, Nylabones, as you can see in this picture. He is an
olympic chewer, but the Nylabones stand up to that and do
not dangerously break off and potentially cause other
issues. Gold Ribbon is grateful for Nylabone for providing
several boxes to us for our dogs in our care. Many of our
Goldens come in having never played with a toy, and
certainly never experiencing the joy of chomping on a
Nylabone. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts
Nylabone - we are sending many furry snuggles and
kisses.
One thing we are sure - no matter the Golden saved: a
chewing Golden is a happy Golden. Chomp Chomp Chomp.

Diamonds... Not!

Thin and Fuzzy Hair? It Could Be Hypothyroidism...
PetMD

From David Luscombe: Dax (aka GRR’s Daiquiri) is now 8
years old. Ever since we got her as a puppy from GRR, she
has always had thin and fuzzy hair. We thought it was just
puppy fur, but she never grew out of it. After a bath, she
would dry in a couple of hours vs. our other Golden,
PeeJay, who would take much longer to fully dry. We saw
no other problems with her.
Six months ago, we changed vets and the new guy
immediately thought there might be a thyroid problem. After
blood tests, he put her on Solaxine and within 6 months,
Dax has an undercoat and a beautiful thick coat that is the
envy of other Goldens on the block.

Hypothyroidism
The thyroid gland is an essential gland in the body,
producing a number of hormones, including T3
(liothyronine) and T4 (levothyroxine), both of which are
required for normal metabolism in the body.
Hypothyroidism is a clinical condition resulting from a
lowered production and release of T4 and T3 hormones by
the thyroid gland. It is common in medium to large-sized
dogs, with some being more predisposed than others. These breeds include Doberman pinschers, Irish
setters, Golden Retrievers, great Danes, old English sheepdogs, dachshunds, miniature
schnauzers, boxers, poodles, and cocker spaniels. It is also more commonly diagnosed in middle-aged
dogs between the ages of 4-10 years. Neutered male dogs and spayed females are found to be at higher
risk than intact dogs.
Symptoms and Types
Lethargy
Generalized weakness
Inactivity
Mental dullness
Unexplained weight gain
Hair loss (alopecia)
Excessive hair shedding
Poor hair growth
Dry or lusterless haircoat
Excessive scaling
Recurring skin infections
Intolerance to cold
Tilting of head to one side (uncommon)
Seizures (uncommon)
Infertility (uncommon)
Causes
Unknown etiology (origin)
Congenital disease
Iodine deficiency
Cancer
After-effect of medical treatment, including surgery

Diagnosis
Finding the exact cause of hypothyroidism may require a thorough investigation. Routine laboratory testing
will include a complete blood count, biochemistry profile, and urinalysis. Your doctor may be able to make
an initial diagnosis based on the results of these tests, but endocrine testing is also an important panel for
the diagnosis of hypothyroidism. The levels of T3 and T4 will be measured to determine if these are in the
lower ranges. Radiographic studies may also be conducted to examine your dog internally for
abnormalities that may be causing the dysfunction of the thyroid glands.
Treatment
Good treatment options are available for treating hypothyroidism in dogs. The treatment is usually life-long,
with carefully administered medication given in conjunction with dietary restrictions at home. The deficient
hormones are given in synthetic form, with the dosage adjusted occasionally based on your dog's
individual physical condition and progress. Most clinical symptoms will resolve after a few months, but only
your veterinarian can determine whether your dog's medicine dosage should be adjusted or changed.

Bissell's Hope for the Holidays!

Bissell Pet Foundation's Hope for the Holidays is back! “Like” BISSELL Pet Foundation’s Facebook page
to follow along and comment on our post every day to be entered to win. The winner will choose a Partners
for Pets member to be the recipient of a $1,000 award!

Homemade Chicken Jerky Treats

Ingredients: Free-range
organic chicken breasts
Directions:
Slice chicken breasts
into half-inch strips and
place on dehydrator tray
Dehydrate at 145
degrees Fahrenheit for
two hours.
Reduce temperature to
120 degrees Fahrenheit for another four hours or until meat is thoroughly dry.
Store in the refrigerator for up to three weeks.
Abby and Tobee

We Want to Hear from You!
Dawn Marie Rae

BFFs Maya and Iris Sebesta
Each dog adopted from GRR is special; each has a unique story...and each happy ending is a joy to read.
We would love to share YOUR adoption story with our readers. We'd also like to hear a memorial from you
if you have lost your GRR dog and would like to pay tribute to them in the newsletter. We welcome article
submissions and suggestions on other topics of interest, too.
Not a good writer? It doesn't matter! Just tell us your story and we'll edit it as needed. Help us share your
dog's story.
If you would like to contribute something, we'd love to hear it! If you think your story is one our readers
would enjoy, please submit it via email to Dawn Marie Rae. (Please include a photo or two in your e‐mail
and the dog's GRR number and former name, if applicable. Please limit your article to 500 words or less.)
The copy deadline is the 15th of the month.

GRR Monthly Status Report: October 1 2016 - November 30 2016

Came into care: 16-106 Shadow, 16-107 Buddy, 16-108 Skeeter, 16-109 Toby, 16-110 Joey, 16-111
Orsino, 16-112 Olivia, 16-113 Bella, 16-114 Jake, 16-115 Lyla, 16-116 Ransom, 16-117 Cherish, 16-118
Anthony, 16-119 Pilgrim
Adopted: 15-092 Tac, 16-096 Shiner, 16-104 Ollie, 16-007 Rosebud, 16-087 Mitzi, 16-097 Jenny, 16-100
Wyatt, 16-101 Tucker, 16-078 Jake, 16-083 Dusty, 16-012 Laverne, 16-092 Tristan, 16-062 Amy, 16-112
Olivia, 16-111 Orsino, 16-080 Garrett, 16-058 Shelby, 16-061 Duke, 16-085 Oakley, 16-107 Buddy, 16-064
Holly, 16-066 Hilton, 16-073 Kai
Currently in Foster Care: 37 dogs: 13 Available/Available Soon, 13 Foster-Pend-Adopt/Matched, 11
Permanent Fosters

