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A Message From Our President

Hello Friends,

I hope you are all well and enjoying the summer. I have shared on the GRR Facebook
group lots of ways to provide enrichment for your dogs during the hot summer days so I
hope that you have been able to take advantage of those and are keeping four- legged
family members happy and cool.

Lately it seems like it’s raining Golden Retrievers. We have seen an increase in owner
surrenders for a variety of reasons such as changes in living and family situations to being
unable to care for a young Golden in an apartment. We are averaging close to 70% of
incoming dogs as owner surrenders, whereas a couple of years ago we averaged almost
80% from shelters. We just brought in our 52nd dog (not counting any owner returns)
compared with 45 dogs this time last year. And we have a couple more on the horizon to
come in within the next few days.

With the increase in dogs, we are needing more foster homes. We have had many people
traveling for the summer and for various other reasons, they aren’t available to foster. We
need experienced fosters who are willing to bring dogs into their homes who need some
medical attention or who need work with training and confidence building. With more owner
surrenders we are seeing more young dogs with greater needs that require training and
behavior work. If you are interested in fostering please contact our adoption team and we
will determine the next steps for you.

We do have a few young dogs that are looking for their forever homes who have an open
heart. Stevie, Forrest, Daisy and Arizona will charm you. They are all in foster homes and
doing great. You can read more about each of them here. If you are interested in one of
these special pups and are already approved to adopt, please contact your matchmaker. If
you aren’t approved, please contact our adoption team.

As always GRR is ready, willing and able to help Goldens. If you know of a Golden in need
or one to be surrendered, please always remember to contact our intake team or call our
hotline at 512-659-4653 as our social media pages aren’t monitored for posts of dogs in
need.​

On behalf of the GRR board I’d like to thank all of you who so generously donated to the
Fun in the Golden Sun campaign! We are working on our planning and sponsorships for
the October 13th event, An Evening with David Rosenfelt, so stay tuned for more
details. We are so excited about this event and hope to see many of you there.

Warm regards,
Michelle

Do you have questions or comments for the Board? We value your input. Please send a
note to the GRR Board and include Questions For The Board in the subject line. We
hope to hear from you! The next board meeting is September 24, 2022.

THE DOG DAYS OF
SUMMER!

REMINDER - AUGUST 1ST IS THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT YOUR
DOG'S PHOTO FOR THE GRR 2023 CALENDAR.

Please send your photos today if you haven't already done so.
You may send them to Amanda Price or Allie Herbert.

Thank you!

The More You Know

GRR Volunteer Orientation Webinar
We are taking a break for the summer from our Volunteer Orientation webinars. However,
new volunteers and others interested in learning more about volunteering in other roles
should contact us at volunteer@grr-tx.com and we will follow up with you. Our next
Volunteer Orientation webinar will be in September.

Third Session of Red Flags for Interviewers and Home Visitors Webinar
 Tuesday, August 16, 2022

6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
We've listened to your feedback and really want to make this super interactive. Please come
to the call with one scenario of something that's happened to you personally in a Phone
Interview or Home Visit where you felt awkward or didn't know how to answer or how far
you should go in explaining GRR policy, etc. We've all had these issues or concerns, so think
of that scenario and we'll problem‐solve together. Then Michelle, Julie or one of the team
can come up with a final suggestion.
 
We love learning from each of you and we think that this should be very interesting. Mark
your calendar with the information below and we will send follow up reminders.

Please contact Paulette if you have questions. 

Microsoft Teams Meeting - Join on your computer or mobile app 
Click here to join the meeting
Or join by entering a meeting ID

Meeting ID: 233 724 690 112
Passcode: Bepo8F

 
Or call in (audio only)

+1 689-206-0321,,28386339#  United States, Orlando
Phone Conference ID: 283 863 39#

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING AT GRR

 The Grey Muzzle Organization Grant

Old dogs have something to wag about this summer, as The Grey Muzzle Organization
announces the recipients of its annual grants, and dogs at Gold Ribbon Rescue are
among the winners.

Gold Ribbon Rescue in Austin is one of 78 animal welfare groups chosen from 344
applicants across the United States, Canada and Puerto Rico to receive a grant to help
senior dogs. The winning groups received more than $705,000 in grants to help save or
improve the lives of at-risk old dogs in their communities. GRR is grateful for the $4500
grant that we received to help our senior dogs with their dental care. “This grant will help
us give senior dogs like eleven year-old Sady the dental care she needs.” said Arlen
Zander, GRR’s grant coordinator. “No one is more grateful or loving than an old dog, and
we’re looking forward to helping more senior dogs get the second chance they all
deserve.”
 
Over the past fourteen years, the national nonprofit Grey Muzzle Organization has
provided more than $3.8 million in grants to support its vision of “a world where no old dog
dies alone and afraid.” The Grey Muzzle Organization improves the lives of at-risk senior
dogs by providing funding and resources to animal shelters, rescue organizations,
sanctuaries, and other nonprofit groups nationwide. For more information and details, visit
The Grey Muzzle Organization.

 “Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we’re delighted to help deserving organizations
like Gold Ribbon Rescue] make a difference in the lives of dogs and people in their
communities.” Grey Muzzle’s Executive Director Lisa Lunghofer said “Many senior dogs in
the Austin/San Antonio area are enjoying their golden years in loving homes thanks to the
wonderful work of GRR." 

Sady 22-009 is one of many wonderful seniors who were adopted and
rehabilitated by GRR. Read about Sady on Grey Muzzle.

 Fun in the Golden Sun

We Went to the Beach!

Thanks to all of you, our Fun in the Golden Sun campaign was a huge success! Our
beach is so filled with all of the shells, sand pails, sandcastles and kites. The sailboat
regatta offshore with their Golden passengers is quite impressive

Our goal was $5000 and we raised $5240,
​all of which is used to support our Goldens in need.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

SAVE THE DATE - OCTOBER 13TH

Mark Your Calendar: An Evening With David Rosenfelt
 
Gold Ribbon Rescue is honored to host best-selling author and animal rescuer, David
Rosenfelt, on Thursday, October 13, 2022, from 6:30 – 8:30 p..m at Vuka North Loop in
Austin.
 
At this event, you’ll enjoy a fun evening with keynote speaker David Rosenfelt, who will
entertain you with witty storytelling, his adventures in animal rescue and a signing of his
book, “Santa’s Little Yelpers.” You’ll also get to chat with David, enjoy yummy food and
drinks and hear about our recent Golden success stories.
 
We have several unique items for the event’s silent auction, but we need more. If you have
an item that you’d like to donate for the auction, please contact Denise Martinez or
Paula Ellis. If you are interested in an event sponsorship, please contact Bob
Birkeneder.
 
Reservations will begin in mid-August. We look forward to seeing everyone on October
13th.

What: Golden Celebration Fundraiser
Where: Vuka
Date: Thursday, October 13, 2022
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Location: 5540 N Lamar Blvd, Austin, TX, 78751

Join Us!

NEWS ABOUT OUR GRR GOLDENS

Copper (Kopper) 10-167
Ann Woody

Copper - June, 2022

Copper, registered as "Kopper" on her GRR microchip, came to us on August 4, 2011. At
age almost 3, she was fostered --along with her 10 puppies --at the home of Arne and
Donna Larson. She'd been moved around from place to place before we met her, and,
thanks to the Larsons' good care, we were able to give her 11 more years of love and
stability. 

Best car rider ever - New Mexico Trip
2016

A New Friend
On the way to Angel Fire, New Mexico

A champion counter-surfer for almost all of those 11 years, she possessed the incredible
skill of snatching a raw salmon steak from the broiler pan, wolfing down 16 chocolate chip
cookies from the counter cooling rack, gnawing a Rocky Mountain Range pattern into a
Pyrex dish of freshly-baked corn bread, (again, on the counter) and stealing the hearts of
everyone she met -- dogs and humans -- on our daily walks. It should be noted that not
only was she skilled at counter surfing: she was carefully crafty. She never broke a dish or
rattled a pan.

Copper and new kitten Vinny
2017

Copper and Vinny
​Vinny is all grown up

She tolerated our new kitten and never chased cats (in OTHER people's yards). She was
indifferent to the deer who often came up to our fence bordering Mud Creek Park. Now
squirrels? Birds? Another story! However, we tolerated two imperfections, considering the
gift of her continuously happy presence in our family. We loved her. We miss her. We are
grateful to GRR and the Larsons for gifting us with such a perfect girl.

Editor's Note: We're so sorry to learn of Copper's passing.

Look Who's Here!

Our July GRR Arrivals

22-043 Miggy was surrendered by his family because their landlord would not allow them
to keep a dog. Miggy is utterly wonderful, but unfortunately he is heartworm positive so we
will do the slow kill method due to his age. He is with his FPA family and they adore him
already. Welcome to GRR Miggy!

22-044 Daisy was found in a dog dumping area (lots of new construction, empty lots, etc)
by a good Samaritan who took her in. Daisy had a collar but attempts to locate her owners
were unsuccessful. Daisy is with her FPA family and is very affectionate and loves people.
We're so glad you're here Daisy!

22-045 Nahla is a high energy, 3 year-old who was surrendered by her family because
with both parents working and young children at home, she was too much to care for. They
didn't have time for her so she spent much time entertaining herself in the backyard.
Welcome to GRR Nahla - your new life will be wonderful!

22-046 Anna is an 18 month- old who, along with her pal Kristoff 22-047, was an owner
surrender from Salado, TX. They were surrendered because a household member has
developed serious allergies that can't be controlled. There is a possibility that Anna is in
the family way, but we'll have to wait until later in August to confirm. Our puppy whisperer
extraordinaire, Jean, has generously agreed to foster Anna and whelp her family if
necessary. Anna is with her foster who reports that she will knock over anyone or anything
for pets! It will be a little while before we can determine her status. We shall see!

22-047 Kristoff, Anna's gentleman friend , is settling in with his FPA family. He's such a
handsome dude! We suspect that Kristoff is Anna's baby daddy if she is, in fact, in the
family way. They lived together continuously outside in their previous home Welcome to
GRR Kristoff! Your life is changing for the better!

22-048 Winslow was purchased from Puppyland on July 9th and it soon became obvious
that he was much too active for his original family. GRR was contacted to see if we could
help. Of course! He spent the night in a volunteer's home and then joined the board at the
board meeting on July 16th. After the meeting, Michelle transported him to his FPA family
where he's adapting nicely. We're so glad that Winslow is now a GRR dog. He'll have the
best life!

22-049 Nash is an owner surrender who turned seven months old on July 7th. He was
surrendered to GRR because his owner is pregnant, tired and stressed and they were
moving in one week. His family realized that they couldn't provide everything that Nash
needs right now and they wanted him to have a better home. Welcome to GRR little one!

22-050 Sharkie and 22-051 Nehemiah came into GRR together. Their family was having
difficulties and could no longer take care of the boys. Sharkie is about 7 and a half year-
old and has some major skin issues that are being addressed by our GRR vet. He has
significant arthritis in his lumbar region and hips. He was a handsome boy before and will
be again. We're pampering him and giving him lots and lots of time to decompress. Get
ready for the good life Sharkie!

22-051 Nehemiah, also known as Miah, is a 5 and a half year-old outgoing redhead who
is in good health and seems happy. He came in with his pal Sharkie and right now we're
waiting to find out more about this handsome guy. We're so glad you're here Nehimiah!

22-052 Kam is is a big 5 year-old boy who is an owner surrender from Abilene. He was
surrendered to GRR because his owner is very petite and pregnant and he is too big for
her to handle alone. She made the very difficult, but loving, decision to give him up
because she won't be able to give him the exercise, time and attention that he needs to
have a wonderful life. He literally came to GRR at the last minute on July 31st so we're
looking forward to getting to know Kam. We're captivated by his smile! Welcome to GRR!

Adopted!

Benelli 22-038

Happy Independence Day! Benelli was adopted on July 4th by Sharon and Bob and they
think she is just an angel of a dog! They definitely won the jackpot with her and Nelli, her
new name, has a wonderful forever home!

Our volunteer put the harness on Nellie to show Sharon and Bob some tips for leash
walking. When Nelli walked forward, away from her new mom and dad, she halted and
turned to look back. It was very clear that she was very concerned that she was being
taken away. When our volunteer dropped the leash, Benelli quickly trotted over to Sharon
for reassurance. She has definitely bonded with them in her two weeks in her new home!
After that, a celebratory game of fetch was in order.This girl sure does love chasing the
ball!

In addition to Nelli officially joining their family on the 4th of July, Bob and Sharon also
celebrated 38 years of Marriage! Congratulations to Bob, Sharon, and Nelli!

Leo 22-026

Leo was adopted on July 6th and Laura and Gary could not be any happier with their
precious new dog! They have been so patient with his medical issues and waiting for him
to be medically cleared. We know that they will be the BEST family for sweet Leo.
Congratulations to Laura , Gary and Leo!

The two pictures of Leo, below, were taken as they were first discussing the contract (eyes
open), and at the end of the discussion, quite bored (eyes closed).

Whimsey 22-033

GRR family, great news! Whimsy was adopted on July 11th by her FPA parents Nayon and
Lisa! Whimsy, who now goes by Maggie, has found her best forever family. We look
forward to tales of Whimsey's adventures with her new family. Congratulations to them all! 

Drama 22-034

And more great news! Whimsey's sister Drama was officially adopted on July 10th by
Ashlee and 13 year-old Jaxton. A boy and his dog! Sweet little Drama is starting her
wonderful new life with mom Ashlee, brother Jaxton and her new canine 12 pound BFF,
Jessie. What a lovely family! Congratulations to all!

Scout 22-036

Sweet Scout was adopted on July 12th by Chris and Jessica. Scout has a new curly, furry
sister Daisy who is four and she and Scout are already BFFs. Chris and Jessica have
done a great job training Scout and he and Daisy are both very good do. We know that
Scout will have a sweet and happy life with Chris and Jessica and Daisy!

Bubbles 22-037

Hurrah! Sweet Bubbles, now known as Gracie, was adopted on July 18th by Norris and
Carolyn. Bubbles jumped up on the couch next to Norris to greet him, so we think it was
pretty much love at first sight! Happy forever home Bubbles!

Oscar 22-040

We are excited to announce that Oscar was adopted on July 25th by Jess and Chris.
Those eyes! This blonde one year-old will grow with his new family into a beloved, happy
boy. We are so happy to extend congratulations to the new family!

ABOUT DOGS

How to Talk to Your Dog
Whole Dog Journal

Verbally labeling things helps our dogs predict what's next, which makes for
calmer dogs and happier humans. Here's how to help your dog by simply talking
more!
 
If you consistently use the same verbal phrases to explain or indicate to your dog what’s
happening around you, he will begin to associate the words with those experiences,
enabling him to predict what’s going to happen next and how (or whether) the experience
will affect him. This knowledge will help ease any anxiety he may have about things or
activities in his environment. For example, “Look, a neighbor!” might be used to signal that
the approaching person is a benign stranger that you won’t be greeting.

I’ve always talked to dogs – as I’m sure you do – engaging them with the usual cues, the
names of favorite things and people, and a healthy dose of general chatter. But thanks to
a week-long course in canine applied ethology taught by Kim Brophey, CDBC, CPDT-KA,
of The Dog Door Behavior Center in Asheville, North Carolina, I’m now making a point to
verbally name things in a way that gives the dogs I’m working with a clue about what’s next.
The result? A notable decrease in anxiety, skittishness, and reactivity, plus an overall
smoothing of household activity. I know it sounds too simple, but I promise it’s a game-
changer: Talk more to your dog! 

THE MR. ROGERS HACK FOR TALKING TO YOUR DOG

“Dogs have the receptive language ability of a toddler.” When I heard Brophey say this in
her course, and then go into the science supporting the statement, a lightbulb went on for
me. I taught preschool before I pivoted to dogs, and I can tell you that, while most toddlers
can’t articulate their thoughts very well, they understand an astounding percentage of
what people say to them. 

Note that we make an effort to tell toddlers what’s going on around them. That helps them
gain confidence as they begin to see patterns in an otherwise confusing world. Think
about the “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood” show on PBS and that dear man’s predictably
reassuring commentary on his actions (“I’m going to go over to the tank and feed the fish
now.”).​

If you subscribe to Whole Dog Journal, continue reading here.
Otherwise, continue reading here.

In Memoriam - Percy (Remi) 20- 023
Christine Turner Daenzer

My sweet Percy (Remi 20-023) has crossed the rainbow bridge. It happened within 2 days.
The vet thinks hemangiosarcoma in the spleen. He showed no previous signs of a
problem. I first fostered him in May of 2020. He had snapped at me a couple of times but
another volunteer wanted to adopt him anyway. He snapped at her, too, but it scared her
and didn’t want to keep him. She did, however, see him through his heart worm treatment.

Then he went to another foster, I think a behavioral specialist, then got adopted again.
That lasted a day and I got a call in September for an emergency pick up. So, I fostered
him again. I was in line for a Turkey dog that November. When it got down to the wire, I had
to make the decision. Let Percy go to another foster home or adopt him and give up the
Turkey dog. It was the best decision.

It took awhile to figure out what pushed his buttons and why he snapped, but we figured
each other out. He has been my constant companion, best friend and filled my heart with
love. I will miss him dearly.

In Memoriam - Wyatt 19-040 and Boyd 17-146
Dawn Hinckley

Sharing that both Wyatt and Boyd have leaped onto the rainbow bridge . Yes, within a day
of each other.

Our home is saddened- but I want to share a silver lining - both boys chose their time,
passing in their comfort spots with me at their side and Frazier nearby. In home euthanasia
was coordinated but they both passed before their appointments- that’s a silver lining - on
their terms, at peace , knowing that they have lived in an abundance of love, with
compassion, skilled nursing care, and respect.

I’m grateful to have been able to adopt, learn and grow old with Wyatt (15 years old) and
Boyd (14 years old ) -GRR entrusted me with their lives. Frazier and I will be back to
volunteering and will look forward to adopting again.
 
Editor's Note: Our condolences on the loss of both Wyatt and Boyd. Wyatt was a
Permanent Foster and was sponsored by Ann and John Woody.

Thoughts, Prayers and
Remembrance...​
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Newsletter Editor: Dori Olsen

Send comments or suggestions to: newsletter@grr-tx.com

The Gold Ribbon Rescue newsletter is published monthly. Articles reflect the opinion of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect GRR policy. Gold Ribbon Rescue and its Editor(s) seek to publish accurate
material, but neither assumes responsibility in the event of a claim of loss or damage resulting from
publication.

Gold Ribbon Rescue | 512-659-4653 | 1101 W 34th St #336, Austin TX 78705
www.grr-tx.com
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