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Letter from GRRO:
President 8 Maura Phelan

On this, the 13™ anniversary of the original
puppy mill rescue that incited the creation of
Gold Ribbon Rescue, | have been contem-
plating what we have accomplished and how
far we have come.

It was 13 years ago on Superbowl Saturday
that a few other volunteers and | traveled
down to south Texas and picked up 97
Golden Retrievers and 17 Yellow Labradors
from a former puppy mill in an operation we
called the ATie A Gol
These dogs were being kept in pens and
raised like livestock, most were unsocialized
and pregnant when we picked them up. It took ten
months to rehabilitate and place them all, and by that
time the Austin Golden Retriever Club (who I did rescue
through) was really tired of having to deal with rescue at
every meeting, all the time. It was time to form a non-
profit rescue and move forward to do more to rescue the
dogs, educate the public, and stop the irresponsible
breeders creating bad examples of the breed so that we
could help maintain the true Golden Retriever we know
and love. Thus it was that Gold Ribbon Rescue was
born.

And, after 12+ years as President of Gold Ribbon and 2+
more years doing Golden Retriever rescue by myself, |
have decided the time has come to take a break and
concentrate instead on getting my new law practice es-
tablished.

While | will miss all the day to day dealings with all of
you, and being involved with all the rescue dogs, | will
still be doing what | can by hosting the Oom-Pup-Paws
and Shake Paddle & Roll events, and fostering when |
can.

So, if you have anyone who needs estate planning, a

business established, general counsel, or a civil litigation
attorney, have them give me a call!

Thank you all for all you do and for letting me be a part of
it for so long. Good luck!

Maura
Letter from GRRO6s | Aco
Margo Biba (Continued on paga)
Back in 1998, while planning
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ral Nebraska to Big City Austin, | phoned Maura Phelan about help-
ing fAa |ittleodo with Golden Retri
Rescue Coordinator for Golden Retriever Rescue in Nebraska,

GRRI N; and Maura was t he Aus-togah
for rescue. As we talked, both then & on my subsequent trips to
Austin, we realized that our rescue philosophies were virtually identi-
cal i and a partnership was formed.

By November 1998, Gold Ribbon Rescue was officially incorporated
as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. | arrived in Austin one month

from GRRGO&Matgm c o0 mi
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later, stildl i magining fAretireme
my f ormer team. Wel |l éall of you
charismatic powers of persuasion.
bl ed; | joined GRRO6s board, and

GRR.

We send our many thanks to Maura for her long years of service, as
GRR6s president. With her | eade
been saved & placed in loving homes. We are happy that Maura

has accepted a position on GRRO6s
continue to be involved with our grand organization.

Looking forward, expect Gold Ribbon to continue as a top notch res-
cue team. The quality and dedication of our volunteers is key to the
organizationds success.

GRR6s |l ongevity is partly attrib
GRR does not have any paid employees. GRR volunteers work out

of their homes; we do not have a facility. Ever conservative with

funds, we keep a close eye on medical expenditures, while maintain-
ing extremely low overhead. Almost all of our income goes to direct
dog care.

Foster families are the backbone
us say it before & weodll say it
that have adopted previously from GRR are already cleared to fos-

ter. For the rest of you, start the foster process by filling out an

online application today.

By fostering even one Golden per year, you will change the lives of
many. The positive reverberations from each foster travel past the
obvious. Not only is that part:.i
but each foster family also positively changes. Our volunteers are
able to work jointly toward a common positive goal, and ultimately
when the Golden is adopted, he gives love forward.

It has been my great joy, helping Gold Ribbon grow to become the
highly respected, Cracker Jack team it is today. | am happy & ex-
cited to continue this journey,
ward to 2011 & beyond, know that Gold Ribbon Rescue will be there;
helping Golden Retrievers to better lives.

Margo Biba, President
Gold Ribbon Rescue
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Where Golden Lovers Go to Meet!
By Erica Dillard, Founder, Austin Golden Retrievers Owners Meetup

Do you love Goldens? I mean, reallyl ove Gol dens? Do you t
in the worl d? Then you should join the

About a year and a half ago, my husband | got our first dog, a pale blonde girl named
Samantha (AKA Sam). We were instantly OBSESSED with our dog and increasingly . A
found ourselves at dog pwermndtised that whenever Sanpsaw e t daf Aacrom n d
anot her Gol den, she recognized it as Af amiHdoghdingMembert U
him or her. | thought surely there must be a Meetup for Golden owners in Austin, where

Sam could have even more time to play with a bunch of other sweet Golden friends. And when | found out that such
a group didnodét exdilstf,i glursetdar tied rhy bawd d it, they wi/l
the Austin Golden Retriever Ownersod6 Meetup grew and

Since its initiation, the group has visited Redbud, Emma Long, Zilker, Walnut Creek, and the Georgetown Bark Park,
as wel | as dined at Austin Java and Ski Shor-Bup-Pawsand d
managed to recruit a few GRR members into our group.

Obviousl vy, GRR and the Austin Gol den Retriever Owner
looking for an opportunity to watch your Golden play with other Goldens, dine together at dog-friendly establish-
ments, and meet others with a common interest in Goldens, them you have found your Meetup!

Go to: http://www.meetup.com/The-Austin-Golden-Retriever-Owners-Meetup-Group/ and join today!**

** Make sure you join us for our weekly standing Meetup at the Turkey Creek trail at Emma Long Park. Starting
March 6, we will meet every Sunday at 1 PM. See our website for details.

Meet Our Oldest Golden

By Becky LaBrum

Hebds Sweet Sixteen! Chewie
came to GRR in 2004, after his family left him at the shelter:
AWe can6t care for him any
werendt encouraging: AOverw
weigh ~65#. Un-

‘ thrifty, muscle
\ wasted. Hair
loss on base of
ail. Moderate tar-
J|tar on molars. Both }
have discharge. Ear swab _ results:
bacteria. Old hematoma on |
were so bad that he was in constant discomfort and pain,
and ended up having a total ear ablation, where the inner
workings of the ears are simply removed and the ear is
closed up. fABoth ears were
i nfect i on and pus. He wi ||

- down the road! He looks like a million bucks and enjoys
every minute.
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Ring Out the Ol d Year é

by Becky LaBrum

GRRo6s twelfth year was yet another busy one, as it
may be slow, but the rescue business is booming. We finished out 2010 with 202 incoming dogs, ranging in
age from over 16 to brand-new (more on that below). As usual, we were about evenly split between shelter
dogs and owner turn-insd our Goldens came to us from 28 Central Texas towns & cities and 21 shelters,

all told. And as al ways, there were a fewdneither sl iy
turned in by their families nor picked up by Animal Control, but abandoned in the yards of empty homes,

left tied to the front doors of clinics, and so on. 2010 was a banner year for networking with other Golden

rescuesd bel i eve it or not, in some other states there
a GRR convoy transported NINE dogs to Arizona Golden Retriever Rescue; and in October, another nine
cruised in style (in volunteer Vickyods luxury mot

thanks to our rescue partners and our champion transport team!

November started out slowé. Just four dogs in the
ting a much-needed breather?
Nope. From November 15 through
the end of the year, it was the fa-
miliar furry holiday flood, and

t hené

o

Ring in the New!
€ Look what happ\
Year 60s Eve!

Kopper, a dainty auburn-haired 3-
year-old, had arrived in care on
December 13™ 20108 more than
a little pregnant, as we soon
learned. (The surrendering family |
had had their male Golden neu- ‘

tered a bit too late.
to 3 weeks away from delivery, and there are a LOT
of pups in there, o0 said

counts: on December 31, bang on cue, Kopper
proudly produced TEN adorable pups: seven girls,
three boys. She is a wonderful mom, and the furry
familyd sisters Chiclet (the smallest, of course), Taffy, Joy, Dot, Razzles, Tootsie, and Skittles, and broth-

ers Dudley, Cadbury, and Rolod grows fatter and cuter with each passing day. Thanks to the interest gen-

erated by puppy Rascal,post ed on our site in December, we had
wingsthat ALL of Kopperds pups were spoken for the inst
sceneé and their | ovely momma has been matched up,

And speaking
A

ofi Mmasnnpyokersiftaord to our website ask,
dogs?0 and f

I there are over 50 dogs in foster c:
The answer is that of course we DO get in young dogs, but so many of our approved families are looking
for the younger Goldens that our GRR matchmakers typically have a home in mind for each young dog the
mi nut e the surrender form bounces through online.
never have appeared on our webpage. I f you want a
about the great Ateenagerso who have already c¢come

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

~| What a prize! Gretchen has it all: good with kids, good with other dogs, good with cats,
and that bonus that always thrills us: a complete vet history. Our very first dog of 2011,

f|the31/2-year-ol d girl came to us when Mdwo jobswlusar 6
l[return to school donét | eave much time for
healthy. The minute we got the call, wvolur
geous and sheds a s we et Hoeadopttcandidate avgilable, gbfarv e
el t. | can hardly wait to see her again on

moved right into her forever home, and mom & dad made it official on January 30™!

iOh my gosh! How did Stevie get out??0 Arriving ho
becca saw a red Golden in her headlights and panicked: how on earth had her
own dog wound up outside? She scrambled out of her car and realized the dog
headi ng down t he & buatihen whaxsWhgwas e@mrsheb o y
alone on such a dangerous, busy street? Rebecca slowly followed, calling gen-
tl yé and f Spicerdrokching @otvn in a ditch. The stray girl quickly

) recognized that help had finally arrived, and gratefully
headed home with her new friend. About five years
old, she turned out to be chubby, dark red, petite,
adorable, beautifully socialized, but with a worrisome, e
big, and very ugly growth on one hip. She did her obllgatory stray hold at the
shelter (nobody came looking) with an early release for medical reasonsd and
great news: the tumor was completely benign. Soon Spicer went right back to
W Rebecca & Daleé to stay for good. Gue

gether!

_ Driving down a highway in the Valley, the family watched in disbelief as the car
P ahead of them stopped & a young blonde dog was pushed out. The owners
4‘ parked, chased her away from the car and up a hill, then ran quickly back to
their car and sped away from her as she ran after them.

Luckily for beautiful Stella Luna, her rescuers were
as kind-hearted and generous as her original owners
were heartless: they promptly opened their own car

doors and invited her 1in e
live in a VERY small apa d
Jessica, who went to meet the dog. i Al
18 months old. o Sheds also not entir bt
tos to a family on our wait [|ist: A We St
named Bella, the abandoned girl has all the love & security that any dog could ever
want.

Named for a soccer position, puppy Striker (onl 'y 9 mont hs ol d) came to us
found him spending long, long hours away from home. He tried baby-gating her in a laundry room, but the
bored pup made her own entertainment by merrily chewing things up, even managing to clamber on TOP

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5) 1
of the washing machine ( -

r up
here?d) and nibble on th o mem nd
up crated for a whopping 18 to 20 hours a dayd G o ‘“‘

thatdés no |ife for any d ‘ The
curious, active, pretty girl got matched up and Tduil

adopted in no time at all. Here you see her living the o /

life in her new home. NoWl_ e : - !
AHel p! | found a stray Golden, maybe 2 or 3 years

wild as a March hare & strong as a freight train ¢
thrilled to get a quick response to her Hotline call and whisked the bouncy
foundling to the shelter for a stray hold. Soon Mr Personality, GRR name
Moonshine , was vetted (some really horrible ear infections needed immedi-

ate attention), shampooed to a squeaky clean, and heading for his foster

home. His foster parents were up for the challenge of reeling in this happy

guyd so much so that they decided to make the arrangement a permanent

one. Moonshine even got a new name, Reuben, to go with his brand-new life.

Lovely Chrissy, age 2, was living all outdoors, all the time, with her

Ahusbando and their son. When anot
visit & began to pester her, Chrissy corrected him as mom dogs dod but the [
owners interpreted her behavior as aggression and decided the young blon- |

di e had to go. At her evaluation, ¢
was the vehement report. AnShe 1 s é
had virtually no human interaction, but once we got her away from the two |

wild males she is I|living with, she i

her 2 weeks in foster care, she was matched up to a couple who think the
world of heréand she feels the same way about ther

Trembling, ill & anxious, 6-year-old shelter boy Magnum looked like a geriatric bag of bonesd and twice his
actual age. Go to his webpage and take a look at him now! Three weeks of medical care and good food

and complete security have made an unbelievabl e di
Thatdos the same fella, heds just getting healthier
but in a few months heo6ll be ready for adoption.

What a tale of adventure & miraculous escapes Mr. Jackson could tell! In late December 2009, a motorist
driving along a busy street saw a red Golden get run over by a UPS truck. She stopped her car, expecting
the worstd but was astonished when the dog popped to his feet once the truck rumbled on. Apparently the
quick-thinking canine had flattened himself enough that it drove right over him and did not injure him. And

when she opened her car door, Jackson jumped ri gt
And he was, for over a year. Sadly, due to life changes, his owner had to give the 3-year-old charmer up
early this year. Said his foster mom, AJack is a ¢
as if he has been here for a long time. He is easygoing, sweet, and lovable. He loves couch cuddles and
can adapt to the mood of his people with ease. H ¢

(Continued on page 7)
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an active run around the property with his foster
guy quickly found his perfect homed he was adopted just a few weeks ago.

Beautiful red Daisy, age 5 1/2, and her 4 1/2-year-old son Bruno came to us when their owner became ill
and could not care for them. They had spent their
other dogs, so we were a little concerned: what would happen when they moved indoors and suddenly

found themselves living with completely unfamiliar canine foster brothers and sisters? Not to worry! Bruno

in particular settled in so fast that he got adopt
Daisy took a bit longer to calm downd she was so excited to have lots of human company at last that she
just couldndét keep from jumping up and asking for
interesting things (toys, socks, shoes, you name |
the part of her patient and dedicated foster family, though, the lively gal is coming along great.

Plump Sunrise , picked up as a stray with a rusty choke chain around her

neck, was listed in her shelter posting as age 1. When our volunteer met her:

Al think shebés more |ike five. o0 When

seven. 0 Oh well! Whatever her age, s

andamiliondo!l | ar smil e. Her foster mom s

the other fosters. She waits her turn for treats, or to go out the door. She is

not pushy to get pets and snuggles, but she lo-o0-oves to be brushed and

stroked. She is a perfect little | a

stretch to reach the kitchen counter
is a stool there she probably could reach the counter! She shreds plushies,

but likes to strut around with a rubber bone in her mouth. She has the sweetest personality. A calm house-

hold with an ol der couple would probably suit thi:

e

We dondt often get gorgeous pale bl ol
when THREE of themd all young malesd arrived in close succession! The
first was 18-month-old Milo, surrendered when his family had to move out of

town into an apartment. Smart , actiwv
Gol den should be. AThe perfect gentl
ALearning to heel, not to jump up o
command. Great dog! o Then, just thre
Il ine message: i We mo vneed tp suerender

our year-old Golden. Can you Y hel p?0 -dp fo

call determined tf
planningitbo mewed fiwe are movp.
ready at the house! Yikes! Volunteers John and Liz hotfooted it |
out to meet beautiful Chase, a foster home was found in record
time, and the picture-perfect boy soon became GRR #11-015. A
And four days after that: @Wetf
up by AC, wearing a halter and a rabies tag from a town about :
four hours north, tagbs a dea
did! Dubbedi Fr iilsd nce he came t o us
freeze was sweeping into town), the handsome 4-year-o | d - ' '
BORN to retrieve, 0 says his foster mom. fALoves t hc

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7) / \
In fact as I'm writing this right now, | can only see half of my laptop screen

because he is trying to fitin my lap! He will sleep if you are sleeping, but
the second he hears the alarm go off in the morning you better be prepared
for a wet nose in your face! He needs a home where outdoor activities are
a part of lifed where walking, jogging, or swimming will be a part of his
daily routine, no exceptions. And plenty of attention and loving too. He is a
little timid around other dogs bUtK /p

As we were saying, young dogs go like hotcakes! i so Milo and Chase have already found their for-
ever homes, and Frio is matched up, too.

/ \ Puzzle is a super-cute, sturdy girl who acts like a typical pup in every way:

busy, mouthy, curious, into everythi
shock when, ather6 -we e k ¢ : the vet sai
mur mur . 0 Maybe s ow out of it?
went b to a d t vet, the re
h - .

0

ack

about $1500 mig i '
nds e/ \
| et

The fu
\_ Jtics, alone sur
put Puzzle to sleep, either. The 15 -pound flu
ball came to GRR at age 17 weeks & immediately went to a cardiac
specialist. We were all/l hoping f o
Puzzle has serious heart problems that have no surgical solution and
will decrease her | ife expectancy. i
wrong with her! Sheds busy doing wh , /o
worlds (just this week she triumphed over the stairs and is so proud of herself!) and learning new

things. Puzzle will need a very special home, one who can live life from day to day, just as she

does. The philosopher Robert Ingersoll once wrot
happy is here. The way to be happy is make ot her
ités what we want for Puzzle: a family who can s
cus on the joys of the here & now and be happy because SHE is, despite their knowledge that the

good -bye will likely come too soon. Please contact us for more information.

c
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e
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What a wonderful dog! Eight-year-old Durango_has known nothing but
love and affection, and it shows. Life changes forced his family to give
him up. -Bbeidized quy awdfit right in to his foster home,
though he was a bit anxious at first: after all, he had known only one
home since the age of 8 weeks. He
ergy, so his activity level will probably be even more impressive once the
excess 20 pounds are gone. He does have a history of occasional sei-
zures, but wedr e -tualty foodgandtbdtter bveralli t h
heal t h, that problem wil/ g0 awayw- )
iHe can go to al most any kind of home, 0 says h
ot her dogs. Just as |l ong as he gets | ot t

(Continued on page 9)
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http://www.grr-tx.com/adoption/2011/11014puzzle/puzzle.htm
http://www.grr-tx.com/adoption/2011/11016durango/durango.htm





























































